1038 Assizted Schaols.
should be purchased by th- State, and that
the religions body interested should be paid
w large snm of money. [f we do puor-
chase the schools, the Roman Catholic
body will still continue to give religious in.
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struction, and, althongh T do not blame them,

but, on the contrary, commend them in their
desire to impnet that instruction, still I do not
think they have any claim on the different
creeds of thecountry fo assistthemin the work.
Therefore, in fixing the amonnt of rompensa-
tion, we should consider justice on both sides,
beenuse the particular erced interested in
this proposed grant oaly represents u third or
n fourth of the population, and the other two,
thirds, or three fourths, arve entitled to he con-
gidered. At any rate, if we cre at all, it shounld

be on the side of genercsity, in order that the -

guestion may be amicably settled, and with-
out further discussion. [ will eay that,
huoving conferred with the hon. member for
Perth, I um of opinion that the wmount he
suggesta a3 compensation, viz., £15,000. is a
fair, reazonahle, and just amonnt to pay.

Mr. CLARKSON : It seems to me inaf hon.
members have addressed themsclves more to
the pringiple involved in the guestion, thun to
the principal mntter that is before the House,
and I' shall move that the question be now
put.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forvest): [
hopa the hon. member will not press that
motion.

The motion—that the guestion be now put
—wus not put.

Mg, JAMES: [ beg to move that the de-
bate be now adjourned.

Motion put and passed.

Debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at

p-m.

1L.35 o’elock,
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Crown Suits Mill: dn committee—Copyright Bill -
second veading ; in committer ; thind reading—
Parks and Reserves Ll > fivst  reading—
Adjonriaent.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. &ir G. Shenton)
took the chair at 4.30 o’clock, p.m.

CROWN BUITE BILL.

Clause 37— Limitation of Damages " :

Tur Howx. 8 J. HAYNES: Since the
adjournment, I lave considered this Clause,
and am still of opinion that the limit of
£1,000 is totally inadeguate. Whilat I set my
face against the 3tate puying foncy sums as
damages, [ think this mnoant errs on the other
side, und [ beg to propose that the word
"one” bhe struck out, and that the word
“ two* be substituted in lien thereof. Even
by making the sam £2,000, the interest on it
would only give o man whe wns maimed
enough to exist on,

Tue Hon. C. A, PIESSE: I shall support
this amendment. It has been said that if
twenty persons were injured in an accident,
and they each got £2,000, it would be «
gerious mutter for the Stute. I might point
out, however, that this £2,000 is only a
waximuut, und it does not follow that every-

.one who is injured will get the full amount.

T should also like to know whether the pro-
visions of this Bill apply to the Land Grant
Railways.

Tas How, F. T. CROWDELR : I should be
prepared to support an even higher sum than
£2000. I do not blame the Government,
ufter seeing the experience of the other colo-
pies, for trying to limit their liability, but I
think this smount of £1,000 is sltogether too
small,

THe MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E.

H. Wittenoom): I hope hon. members will

seriously consider this matter in the light of
past history. In the other colonies lnrge sums,
and considerably more than could be afforded,
have had to be paid, and, when we take into
consideration our revenue, 1 think the sum
mentioned in the Bill is awple. [f we had
£40,000 or £50,000 to pay, owing to an acci-
dent it would le a serious mutfer 1o the ie-
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venue, and the loss might be caused owing to
some negligence over which the Government
had no control. The cuarges made ave small,
und do not cover large riska.
is the limit in South Australin. Everyone
has to take some risk when travelling, and, as
our railways are not run to make a profit, bat
for the convenience of the public, and ai the
expense of the public, I think we shounld pro-
vide gome limit. This Bill has been consi-
dered by the Assembly, and it has heen
agreed by hon. members there that the sum
of £1,000 is o reasonable one.
TaeHow. J. C. FOULKES: I think the
amendment is an exceedingly moderate oue,
bocause the sum of £1,000 is most inadeguate.
In these duys the snm of £1,000 is only worth
£60 a yeur, and if o working man earning £2
23. waa killed, itwould not be sufficient com-
pensation, even in this case. I think the
amount should be rmised to £3,000. The
Government undertake to earry people, and
they shou!d be prepared to take the risk the
same as other carriers. I wight point oub that
thereis & good deal of risk in travelling on
our railways. In June, 1804, the General
Trafic Manager wrote to the Coinmissioner of
Railwuys as follows:—" Some time ago I
« agked that certuin stations on the Eastern
+ Railwny should be fitted with signals, inter-
“« Jocked with switches, etc. Nothing, how-
“ gver, has been done in this dircetion, except
« at Cluremont, and some of the stations are
“ very much in need of signal protection.

« May [ ask you again to give this matter

» your consideration, Northam, Spencer’s
* Brook, Clackline, Chidlow's Well, Midland
« Junction, Fremantle, Perth, and Smith’s
“ Mill, especially, should be protected. If
« Smith’s Mill had been proteeted with signals
* and safety sidings, interlocked the one with
« the other, T do not believe the accident re-
« ported te you in my memo. of 13th April
“ would have oceurred. There can be no deubt
 that our signalling is most loose and inade-
« gunte. Tospend money insignal interlocking
« geqr, etc., is far mwore advantageous to the
* Department than to pay heavy claims
“on account of accidents which may
« gpeeur for the want of proper signalling.”
Then Iater on Mr. Davies wrote the following
to the Engineer-in-Chief : —“I certainly
« recommend that the interlocking and signal.
“ ling of Perth station shoald be put in band
“ forthwith, The work is exceedingly urgent,
“ and, uptil it is completed, the working of

(19 SerremBEE, 1895.)
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* trains in and out of Perth station will be
“ attended with risk, and on busy days it is
“ abaolutely dangerous to coutinue working as
“ at present, unprotecte.i by sigoals and in.
“werlocking gesr. 1 have spoken to the
* Minister and yourself of the want of signal-
* ling for some time, and of the riska we were
* runging in their absence. The stations
 pencrally require to be sigoulled nnd inter-
*locked in order to oblain greater safety and
“ seenrity to the travelling public, and a
* protection to the Dopartment againat ncci-
*denla. You will notice in Mr. Martin’s
“ memo, of January, 1893, that he statesthere
“are no facing peints’ indicators in stock.
“ Buch a statement is an important one, bub
“ it increnges in importance when I add that
“most of our facing points are without in-
* dicators, and, at night, drivers have to pass
" over thein, not knowing whother they ave
“ get for the main line or otherwise, until they
* are upon them, Signailing and interlocking
* will provide the nafety nppliances that are
* necessary. [ also strongly recommend the
“use of gutes interlocked with the signals at
“ William-street and Melbourne-road. At the
“ present time it is dangerous for people to
** eross éither at William-street ov Melbourne-
“road. OFf course, I admit that Act 55
* Vic., No, 34, aims at protecting the Depart-
“ ment, and is useful where there are few
“ people and vehicles using a crossing ; bat,
“ with reference to William-street and Mel-
“ Yourne-rond, the Department, while supply-
*ing signalmen and signals, evidence their
* own desire to protect the public from risks,
“ on account of the railway and road traffic
“ being 80 henvy. I mow go further, and
* state that the protection we afford is miser-
* ably wantingin efficiency, and that nothing
*“ ghort of gates interlocked with signals, will
“ weet the case. 'L'here is little doubt that,
* o jong as the crossings rewain in their pre-
“ sent state, an accident of n serious nature
“ will, sooner or later, tuke glace. There have
“ already been very many narrow escapes. I
* ghould, therefore, be glad to see the neces-
“ gary signalling works undertaken without
“delny. In case of accidents at either of
“these crossings, or ab a railway station, for
“ want . [ sigualling, I should like it to Le
* recorded that negluct in supplying protec-
* tion has not been caused by those who have
“ to work und conirgl the traflic arrange-
“menta, bat vather that the wishes of the
* Craflic Departient huve not been acceded to.”
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Tae Miststee ror Mines (Hon. E.
H. Wittenpom) : And what wus the Engineer-
in-Chief’s reply ?

Tue Hox. J. C, FOULKES : T do not know.

THe Hon. H. McKERNAN: I rizse to a
point of order. Is the hon. member in order
in discussing the working of the railways on
thiz Clause ?

'ne Cuairman (Hon. Sir &. Shenton):
I think the hon. member is travelling
a little beyoiid his privileges.

1'ne Hon,'J. C, FOULKES: [ am showing
that there is considerable risk, and that,
therefore, the amount nawmed in this Clause
ought to be incrensed. I find I have the
reply of the Engineer-in-Chief to tho General
Traffic Manager, and it is aw follows :—* Sir,
“Iam directed by the Engineer-in-Chief to
“acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 16th
“jingt., addressed °Under-Secrotary,” and to
“inform you that the matter ia receiv-
“ing attention, and & further communica-
“tion will be scnt you in due course”
Mr, Daviee, thevefore, sizows that travelling ia
exceeding dangerous, and if only on the
account I ask hen. members to say that the
£1,000 mentioned in this Clause is altogether
too small, :

Tre Hon.C. A. DEMPSTER : I think that,
if the amouxt is increused, the Kailway Depart-
ment will have vo stipulate that no high
salaried person shall travel. The railways are
for the benefit of the public, and some rirk
must be taken.

‘I'nE How. C. A, PIESSE: I might point out.
that this Clause does not refer to railways

only,
Tre Hon. E. McLARTY: [ intend to
support the amendment. Tt is only in

extrome cases where the maximum sam will
be given,and thatonly where gross carclessness
on the part of the Govermment has becn
shown.

The Hon. D. K. CONGDON: It is my
intention also to support the amendmeni, and
I shall do so because 1 think .£1,000 totally
inadequate when a man is maimed for life.
In such 2 case he really requires more thap he
was earaing before, owing to the expense of
doctors and medical comforts. Fwen if 10 per
cent, could be got for the money, £1,000 would
only provide an income of £100 a year.

Tue Hon. J. W. HACKETI : I shall also
gowith the amendment. The arguments of
hon. members have convinced me that it wounld
bhe little less than a farce—a cruel farce—to
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limit the amount to £1,000. If o wan earning
£700 a year were injured or killed, all his wife
and children would get to console them, would
be the income from this £1,000, which, at the
present day, would not yield wyre than £60 a
year. Even with £2,000,if the widow of such
a person a8 T have mentioned were left with
her family, she could not bring them up and
educate them to reach the condition or stalion
of their father. 1t seems to me that this
Clause is tho last coping stone of u aystem
which has been pursued by the Railway De-
partment for many yeors—n system of wittling
down their responsibilitics. Under ithe terms
of the Act of 1892, notwithstanding the many
level crosasings there nre throughout the
colony, any person who happens to get within
u quarter of & mile of an approaching train is
not valy liable to o fine of £20, but, in default
of payment, may be imprisoned for a term not
exceeding six months. Under this Act, every
person who crosses at William-street when &
train iz at West Perth, or even at the Perth
station itself, is liable to this penalty. Idonot
think, however, that if an aceident occurred a
jury would take much notice of this provision,
becouse, I believe, they would give the dam-
ages, and leave the Government to take
advantage of the law point afterwards if {hey
thought fit. Now the Government wish to go
a step further, nnd they ask us, mo matter
how negligent they may be, to liwmit their
tighility to £1,000. I have scem a drunken
driver dragged off an engive at one of the
stations on the Eastern railway, and if this
Clause had beeu in force, nnd an aceident, had
happened through the incapacity of this
driver, these who were injared,and the widows
and fawnilies of those who were killed, wounld
be limited to the recovery of £1,000. T shall
certainly support the amendment, and will be
prepured to go even further if necessary.

Tue Hon. A, B, KIDSON: I cannot help
expressing my entire comcurrence with the
amendment. The arguments of the Minister
for Mines will not, in any way, hold water. We
have heard from hiw nothing but the one
eternal old argument that the Assembly hos
passed it, and that therefore it must be right,
and farther that it is law in another colony.
What we have to decide is whether the sum
of £1,000 is enough to allow a persento recover.
I do not think it would aatisfy me if I lost one
of my legs, nor do I think it would be u fair
amount to pay a working man who was
similarly injured.
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Tue MINISTER FOR MTNES (Hon L. H.
Wittenoom) : The Ion. Mr. Hackett has said
that to limit the amount to £1,000 would be
a farce, but we must remember that we do not

{19 SerrevmER, 18935.]
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' action founded on a wrong or damuge mny be

pay compensation on the incomes people are '

making. If it were so, of course the amount
would ho a farce. We propose to limit the
amounts because the Government is not like
an ordinary carrier who works tor a profit.
People who travel in these circumstunces
ought to take some risk, und [ hope the
amendment will not he pressed.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

The remaining Clanses and Schedules were
agreed to, the Bill reported, and the
report adopted.

On the motion of the MivisTER FOBR MINes
(Hon. E. H. Wittenoom) the Bill was recom-
mitted.

Clause 27— Proceedingson Petition ”:

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom), moved, a8 un amendment, that
the words “plead or demur to” in the sixth line
be struck oub, and that the words *and
defend * be inserted in lien thereof.

Amendment—put and passed.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) moved, a8 a further amendment,
Thut all the words between * allow,” in the
eighth line, and ~ and,” in the eleventh line, be
strock ong.

Amendment put and pasged.

Clause, as nmended, agreed to.

Clause 36— What claime are within the
Act™”:

Tue Hon. J. €. FOULKES: Ubpder the
Bailways Act of 1878 there are a pumber of
Ciauses dealing with the resumption of land,
and n certain conrse of procedure is laid down.
This Clause suys that no action shall lie
against the Commissioner of Railways under
the Act of 1878 in respect of any claim or
demand, unless the same be founded, or arises
out of, some one of the Clanses mentioned, and
subject tc the provisions of the next section
which, now, since the amendment, limits the
amuvunt recoverable to £2,000. Considernbly
wore damage than that might be done to a
man’s land by severance or by destroying his
orchard, and 1 shonld, therefore, like to
have some explanation on thesubject from the
Minister.

Tue MINISTER FUOR MINES (Hou. K. H
‘Wittenoom) : I think that is provided for by
sul-section “ b " of the Clause, which shows an

brought independent of what is provided for
by Clause 37,

Clause agreed to.

Bill reported and report adopted.

COPYRIGHT BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H,
Wittencom) : This is u Bill to regulate the
law of copyrght. It is to enable peaple wha
indulge in the arts of literature, muosic, or
painting, to have their rights of publication
protected. In future, if anyone publishes a
book in this colony it cannot be pirated or
reproduced without the sanction of the writer.
In the same wuy, newspaper wmrticles and
essuys may be protected. ‘There are also
provisivns in the Bill whereby the telegrams
obtained by newspapers are protected for
a certain time. At the present woment any
enterprising newspapers which obtain tele-
grns are linble to have them re-transmitted
to other papers whe puy nothing for them.
‘I'he Bill consolidates the law of most of the
Lnglish Acts since the time of George LV.
Ciange 5 provides that » copyright is to bave
durativn during the life of the writerof a
Look, wnd for seven years afterwards. "Then
it is provided thut when uny new book is pro-
duced in the colony, a copy of it, printed on
the Lest paper, is to be presented to the Vie-
toxia Public Librury, under a penalty of £5.
I think that is a verygood provision for getting
w stock of books in our Library., Clauses 10
and 11 provide that a register of hooks shall
be kept, and Clause 14 regulates the proceed-
ings in cuse of pirncy. Cluuse 20 provides that
telegruphic messages received by u newspaper
cannot be trunsmitted within seventy-two
hours to anyone else without the consemt of
the proprietors of the paper originally ubtain-
ing them, und I think this is only & fair and
just provision. Ulause 29 relates to the per-
formances of dramatic and musical pieces, snd
says that they shall not be performed without
the permission of the authors, Cluuse 39
deals with lecturvs, and then follow sowme
clauses rvelating to painting, Clause 42 pro-
hibits the bmportation of pirsted works, and
the rest of the Bill is general. I do not think

need say any wuore, and 1 now move that the
Bill be read s second time.

Tuk Hown. J. W. HACKETT : [ have great
pleasure in supporting this Bill, and I must
congratulate the Govermment on, at last,
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brivging this colony into line with the legis- -

lation of the other colonies on this subjeet. T
am gure this matter would have been taken
into consideration earlier, had there not heen
a difference of opinion prevailing in the colony
us to whether the Tmperial copyright law
applied here, Lately, however, n gentleman
who hasg studied this matter to a considerable
extent, has expressed an opinion, in writing,
that the Tmperial copyright Iaw does not apply,
and, consequently, this Bill has been brought
in. The want of such a law has been pre-
judicial, I think, to the cultivation of literary
art in this colony, for no one would think of
publishing here anything he might write,
because it would be liable to pirncy imme-
diately it appeared. The newspaper with
which I am connected, slways allows the full
market value for contributions—uither in the
shape of separate articles or sevial stories—
but, ulthoiugh we do so, we know we have
no rights over them when once they are pub-
lished. The same argument applies to
dramatic or musical writings in the colony.
With regard to what has been said about the
telegrams, I can ondorse all the Hon.

the Minister for Mines has said. I
may say that the cost of these telegrams is

enormous. In our case it approaches, T muy .
tell hon. members, something like four figures, |

and, at the present tiwe, these telegrams are
no sooner published than they are transmitted
to rival papers who pay nothing whatever
towurds their ccst., They not only stop the
circulation of the papers who pay for these
telegrams in the outeide districts, but those
who receive them uare able to sell their own
papers containing the telegrums, and thus
make a profit out of what does not belong to
them, to the disadventage of those who have
been to considerabie expense and trouble to
get the messuges. I one case T know of, a
gentle expostulation was made to a gentleman
whose paper was made up, to the extenb of
pine-tenths of it, of these pirated telegrams;
but he only replied that he had taken a
lawyer’s advice and had heen told that he
conld make what use he liked of the telegrams
without any risk or liability. T have much
pleasure in supporting the second reading of
this Bill.

I'ae Hon. C. A. PIESSE : I mnay say that T
should like to see these telegrams not only
protected for 72 hours, but protected alto-
gether.

Question put and passed.

Parks and Reserves Bill.

Bill read a second time.
IN COMMITTEE.
The Bill was then considered in Committee,
nod agreed to without ninendment.
The Standing Orders were suspended.
THIRD READING.
The Bill was read u third time and pussed.

KALGOORKRLIE RAILWAY BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hown., K.
H. Wittenoom) : It will be unnecessary
for me to say much in infroducing this
Bill, becaunse Kalgoorlie is at the present
moment the centre of the universe, und
the eyes of half the world are upon it
Numbers of people are going there, und
great develcpments are taking place. Under
these circumstances, the Government propose,
by this Bill, which I now move be read u
second time, to carvy the railway theve.

Tae How. H. J. SAUNDERS: T have much
pleasure in seconding the motion, and I hope
the Government, if they can let the contract
at ns low o price as they did the railway to
Coolgardie, will scon make ufurther extension
to the White Feather.

Tue Hon. F. 1. CROWDELKR: It is not my
intention to oppose this Bill, although 1 must
say that I cannot see the use of constructing
further railways without obtaining more
rolling stock. 'We have not sufficient fur our
present lines, and even that which is tv urrive
will put ue in but a very little better position.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

1N COMMITTEE.

I'he Bill was then considered in committee,
agreed te without amendinent, and reported.

The Standing Ordere were suspended.

THIRD READING.

The Bill was then read a third fime, and

passed.

PARKS AND HESERVES BILL.
This Bill was received from the Leyislntive
Assembly, and was read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

Twe MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E.
H. Wittenoom) moved, “T'hat the Council, at
its rising, adjourn until Wednesdny, 25th
September, at balf-past 4 o’clock, p.m.”

Question put and passed.

The Council, at 6 o’clock, p.m., adjourned
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until Wednesday, 25th September, nt half-past
¢ o’clock, p.m.

 Zegislative Qssembly,

|
Thursday, 19th September, 1895, i
|

Publicution of Rlue Book— Parks and Reserves liill
thive veading—Assisted Schools Abolition Kl ;
second reading : adjourned debate; in commit-
tee—ddjonrnment.

Taue SPEAKER took the chuir at 4.30
o'clock, p.m,
PrATERS.

PUBLICATION OF BLUE BOOK FOR 1894,

Me. Ranpein (for Me. R. F. Sholl), in ae-
cordance with notice, asked the Premier,—

1. When the Blue Book for the year 1894
would be issued ; and,

2. Whether he would arrange for the more
expeditious publication of the Blue Book in
the future.

‘'ue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied aa follows :—

1. In about a week’s time.

2. An cndeavor will be made to do so.

PARKS AND RESERVES BILL.
THIRD READING.
Bill rend & third time and transwitted to
the Legislative Council.

ABSISTED) SCHOOL:3 ARBOLITION BILL.
SECOND READING.—ADJOURNED DEDATE.

Debate resumed on the PrEMIER'S wmotion
“'T'hat the Hill be now read a second time,”
and upon ME. HarpER's amendment * That
the word * now,” in the original motion, be
astruck out, and the weords * this day six
months,” be added.

Mi. JAMES: I, in cowmmon with cvery
member in this House—more particularly
those of us who, during the debates that have
arisen in this House und the discussions out- '
gide of this House, have taken an active part
in these discussions—hoped, that, in bring-
ing this Bill before the House, the Premier
would bave been nnxious to avoid stirring up
any of that bitterness the existence of which
he professed so much to deplore. I regret to .
find that, in this respect, our hopes have been |
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| greatly disappointed, for T do pot think I

have heurd a specch delivered in the House,
on this question, in which ihere was wore
bitterness than there was in that speech. [
understood that the Government, finding
themselves opposed on  this ¢uestion to the
wishes of un overwhelming wajority of people
in this country, and that they must either
“eclimb down” from their announced prin-
ciples or lose office, had determived to come
to this House and offer to stand as arbitrators
between the two contending parties in the
country and in this Mouse. T had hoped the
Goverument, in professing to tuke that middle
course, would have endeavored to do justice
to both parties. But I challenge any hon.
member to sy that, in the Premier’s speech
ob this question, there is not evidence that he
is jugt as strong o Dbeliever in, and advoeate
of, the Assisled School systemw as ever he was ;
and oe member will deny that the Premier
still believes firmly in the continuation of that
syatem. [f he had stood by that at alt times
we conid respect him, becuuse the question is
one on which many of us have different
viewa; but we have a right to complain, when
we bear in mind thar, at his own request, he
wis churged to carcy out the wishes of the
manjority of this House, and that he hus endea-
vored, on every possible occasion, not only not
to curry thewn out, but ruther to frustrate
those wishes, and to agsist in an indirect way
in currying out his own wupinion on this
Assisted Nchool guestiocn—under cover of u
ndanimous resolution of this House. We
know the action of the tovernment in this
matter will have and has had its apologists,
but a very weak wpology it has been; and
there must necessarily be & weak apology
for an action that has been weak-kneed, and, to
say the least of it, extremely uunworthy.
‘When this matter was first mooted, we had a
most dogmatic utternnce from the Premier, in
giving out the policy on which the present
Parliament was elected, when he said he was
going to stand by the present system of educa-
tinn, which he said had given satisfaction, and
with which apparently he thoroughly agrecd.
Well, if we are to judge the Premiev by his
present aetions, and also by the speech which
h-: delivered here yesterday, [ think he still
heligves in the system, and would like to con-
tinue it, if he could, even in face of the wishes
of the people. The utterance he gave on this
question in his election prograinme was given
apparently as the matter struck him, ond at &



